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On  December  17,  1991,  the  Minerals  Management  Service  (MMS) 
published  a  Federal  Register  Notice  requesting  comments  on  new  Ini 
alternatives  to  the  Proposed  Comprehensive  Outer  Continental  anc 

Shelf  (OCS)  Natural  Gas  and  Oil  Resource  Management  Program  for  Pli 
1992-1997.  One  of  those  new  alternatives  was  to  narrow  the  five  inJ 

lower  potential  Alaska  planning  areas  (Norton  Basin,  Navarin  Bvi 

Basin,  St.  Matthew-Hall,  Hope  Basin,  and  St.  George)  being  th{ 

considered  in  the  proposed  5-Year  Comprehensive  Program  (1992-  De] 
1997)  to  two  planning  areas,  the  St.  George  Basin  and  the  Hope  pri 

Basin,  for  leasing  consideration.  Sales  in  these  two  areas,  U.i 

under  this  alternative,  would  be  proposed  for  1994  and  1997,  Th: 

respectively.  The  closing  date  for  comments  on  that  Federal  the 

Register  Notice  was  January  31,  1992.  The  comments  are  being  poi 
evaluated  and  the  decision  on  the  alternatives  will  be  announced  ap] 
with  the  Department  of  the  Interior's  Proposed  Final  En’ 

Comprehensive  Program  in  the  Spring  of  1992.  In  the  interim,  ami 


however,  in  order  to  plan  for  a  1994  sale,  the  pre-sale  steps  are  pri 
being  initiated  at  this  time  for  the  St.  George  Planning  Area. 

CbR 


To  keep  all  program  options  open  and  have  enough  time  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  steps  to  make  it  possible  to  plan  for  a  sale  in  Th 
the  St.  George  Basin  in  1994,  it  was  decided  to  combine  the  A1 

Reqpiest  for  Interest  and  Comments  (RFIC)  step  and  the  Call  for  pa' 
Information  and  Nominations  (Call)  step.  An  earlier  step  ar 

involving  public  input,  the  Information  Base  Review  (IBR)  step  mi 
was  completed  in  February  1992  and,  on  the  basis  of  that  Th 

information,  the  determination  was  made  that  there  was  sufficient  ap 
information  to  proceed  with  the  Call  for  Nominations  and  Comments  ma 
for  St.  George  Basin  Sale  153.  If  a  different  option  presented  en 
in  the  5-year  program  is  selected  by  the  Secretary,  then  the  Ba 

prelease  process  for  the  proposed  sale  will  be  adjusted  to  fit  sh 
that  selected  option.  co 
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Pttrpo5«  of  R«cnie8t  for  Inf  r«st  and  Call  for  Ingormation  and 
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The  ret^uesitle  an  important  part  of  our  planning  and  consultation 
process  and  provides  industry  and  other  interested  parties  an 
opportunity  to  voice  their  interest  and  comments  on  the  proposed 
lease  sale.  The  oil  and  gas  industry  is  asked  to  assist  in  this 
process  by  providing  up*to-date  information  on  its  interest  in 
leasing  and  exploring  within  the  St.  George 'Basin  Planning  Area. 
Other  interested  and  potentially  affected  parties  are  also  asked 
to  provide  comments  about  particular  geologic,  environmental, 
biological,  archaeological,  or  socioeconomic  conditions, 
potential  conflicts,  and  other  information  that  might  bear  upon 
potential  leasing  and  development  in  the  St.  George  Basin 
Planning  Area. 

Information  and  nominations  on  oil  and  gas  leasing,  exploration, 
and  development  and  production  within  the  St.  George  Basin 
Planning  Area  are  sought  from  all  interested  parties.  This 
Initial  planning  and  consultation  step  is  part  of  the  Area 
Evaluation  and  Decision  Process  and  is  important  for  ensuring 
that  all  interests  and  concerns  are  communicated  to  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  for  future  decisions  in  the  leasing 
process  pursuant  to  the  OCS  Lands  Act,  as  amended  (OCSLAA)  (43 
U.S.C.  1331  -  1356)  (1988)),  and  regulations  at  30  CFR  Part  256. 
This  Call  does  not  Indicate  a  preliminary  decision  to  lease  in 
the  area  described  below.  Final  delineation  of  the  area  for 
possible  leasing  will  be  made  at  a  later  date  in  compliance  with 
applicable  laws  including  all  requirements  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321  sea. )  as 
amended,  the  OCSLAA,  and  with  established  departmental 
>  procedures. 

PaasriEtiPB..  of . 

1  The  area  of  this  RFIC  and  Call  is  located  offshore  the  State  of 
Alaska  north  of  the  Aleutian  Island  chain  in  the  Bering  Sea  (See 
page-sized  map  at  the  end  of  this  Notice) .  The  RFIC  and  call 
area  extends  offshore  from  around  15  miles  to  approximately  130 
miles,  in  water  depths  from  around  75  meters  to  2,000  meters. 

The  area  avail2d)ls  for  nominations  and  comments  consists  of 
:  approximately  2,149  blocks  (about  12  million  acres).  Respondents 
t  may  nominate  and  are  asked  to  comment  on  any  acreage  within  the 
entire  RFIC  and  Call  area.  A  large  scale  map  of  the  St.  George 
Basin  Planning  Area  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Call  map) 
showing  boundaries  of  the  area  on  a  block-by-block  basis  and  a 
complete  list  of  Official  Protraction  Diagrams  (OPD's)  are 
available  from  the  Records  Manager,  Alaska  OCS  Region,  Minerals 
Management  Service,  949  E.  36th  Avenue,  Room  502,  Anchorage, 
Alaska  99508-4302,  telephone  (907)  271-6621.  The  OPD's  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Records  Manager  for  $2.00  each. 
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Respondents  should  note  that  the  State  of  Alaska  has  requested  a 
30-mlle  buffer  In  the  area  around  the  Pribllof  Islands.  If  the 
alternative  is  selected  in  the  next  5-Year  Program,  those  blocks 
would  be  deferred  to  a  future  5-Year  Program. 

Current  editions  of  the  listed  OPD's  are  based  on  the  North 
American  Datum  of  1927.  Prior  to  the  issuance  of  any  Proposed 
Notice  of  Sale,  new  editions  of  all  the  listed  OPD's  would  be 
prepared  based  on  the  North  American  Datum  of  1983. 

Instructions  on  RPIC  and  Call 

Respondents  are  requested  to  nominate  blocks  within  the  Call  area 
that  they  would  like  considered  for  inclusion  in  proposed  OCS 
Lease  Sale  153.  Nominations  must  be  depicted  on  the  Call  map  by 
outlining  the  area(s)  of  Interest  along  block  lines.  Respondents 
are  asked  to  submit  a  list  of  whole  and  partial  blocks  nominated 
(by  OPD  designations)  to  facilitate  correct  interpretation  of 
their  nominations  on  the  Call  map.  Although  the  Identities  of 
those  submitting  nominations  become  a  matter  of  public  record, 
the  individual  nominations  are  deemed  to  be  proprietary 
information. 

Respondents  are  also  requested  to  rank  areas  nominated  according 
to  priority  of  interest  (e.g.,  priority  1  (high),  2  (medium),  or 
3  (low) .  Areas  nominated  that  do  not  indicate  priorities  will  be 
considered  priority  3.  Respondents  are  encouraged  to  be  specific 
in  indicating  areas  or  blocks  by  priority.  Blanket  priorities  on 
large  areas  are  not  useful  in  the  analysis  of  Industry  interest. 
The  telephone  number  and  name  of  a  person  to  contact  in  the 
respondent's  organization  for  additional  information  should  be 
included  in  the  response. 

Comments  are  sought  from  all  Interested  parties  about  particular 
geologic,  environmental,  biological,  archaeological,  or  social 
and  economic  conditions,  conflicts,  or  other  information  that 
might  bear  upon  potential  leasing  and  development  in  the  Call 
area.  Comments  are  also  sought  on  potential  conflicts  with 
approved  local  coastal  management  plans  (CNP's)  that  may  result 
from  the  proposed  sale  and  future  OCS  oil  and  gas  activities. 

If  possible,  these  comments  should  identify  specific  CMP  policies 
of  concern,  the  nature  of  the  conflicts  foreseen,  and  steps  that 
MMS  could  take  to  avoid  or  mitigate  the  potential  conflicts. 
Comments  may  be  in  terms  of  broad  areas  or  restricted  to 
particular  blocks  of  concern.  Those  submitting  comments  are 
requested  to  list  block  numbers  or  outline  the  subject  area  on 
the  large-scale  Call  map. 


Nominations  and  comments  must  be  received  no  later  than  45  days 
following  publication  of  this  document  in  the  Federal  Register  in 
envelopes  labeled  "Nominations  for  Proposed  8t.  Oeorge  Basin 
Lease  Sale  153,"  or  "Comments  on  the  Request  for  Information  and 


Comments  and  Call  tor  Information  and  Hominations  for  Proposed 
St.  Oeorge  Basin  Lease  Sale  153,”  as  appropriate.  The  original 
Call  map  with  Indications  of  Interest  and/or  comments  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Regional  Supervisor,  Leasing  and  Environment, 
Alaska  OCS  Region,  Minerals  Management  Service,  949  E.  36th 
Avenue,  Room  110,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99508-4302. 

Pse  of  Information  from  RFIC  and  Call 

Information  submitted  in  response  to  this  RFIC  and  Call  will  be 
used  for  several  purposes.  First,  responses  will  be  used  to  help 
^  identify  the  areas  for  potential  oil  and  gas  development. 

Second,  comments  on  possible  environmental  effects  and  potential 
use  conflicts  will  be  used  in  the  analysis  of  environmental 
g  conditions  in  and  near  the  Call  area.  A  third  purpose  for  this 
Call  is  to  assist  in  the  scoping  of  the  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (EIS)  and  the  development  of  alternatives  to  the 
proposed  action  for  analysis.  The  Notice  of  Intent  to  Prepare  an 
EIS  is  Included  later  in  this  document.  Fourth,  comments  may  be 
used  in  developing  lease  terms  and  conditions  to  ensure  safe 
offshore  oil  and  gas  activities.  Fifth,  comments  may  be  used  to 
point  out  potential  conflicts  between  offshore  oil  and  gas 
activities  and  the  State's  CMP. 

g  Existing  Information 

°  An  extensive  environmental,  social  and  economic  studies  program 
has  been  under  way  in  this  area  since  1975.  The  emphasis. 
Including  continuing  studies,  has  been  on  geologic  mapping, 
environmental  characterization  of  biologically  sensitive 
habitats,  endangered  whales  and  marine  mammals,  physical 
oceanography,  ocean-circulation  modeling,  and  ecological  effects 
of  oil  and  gas  activities.  A  complete  listing  of  available  study 
reports  and  information  for  ordering  copies  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Records  Manager,  Alaska  OCS  Region,  at  the  address  stated 
under  Description  of  Area.  The  reports  may  also  be  ordered 
directly  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  National  Technical 
Information  Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield,  Virginia 
22161  or  by  telephone  at  (703)  487-4650. 

°  In  addition,  a  program  status  report  for  continuing  studies  in 
this  area  may  be  obtained  from  the  Chief,  Environmental  Studies 
Section,  Alaska  OCS  Region,  at  the  address  stated  under 
Instructions  on  Call  or  by  telephone  at  (907)  271-6620. 

Summary  Reports  and  Indices  and  technical  and  geologic  reports 
are  available  for  review  at  the  MMS  Alaska  OCS  Region  (see 
address  under  Description  of  Area) .  Copies  of  the  Alaska  OCS 
Regional  Summary  Reports  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  OCS 
”  Information  Program,  Office  of  Offshore  Information  and 

Publications,  Minerals  Management  Service,  381  Elden  Street, 
Herndon,  Virginia  22070. 
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Approximate  dates  for  actions  and  decision  and  consultation 
points  in  the  planning  process  are: 


Milestones 


Dates 


Comments  Due  on  the  RFIC/Call 
Scoping  Comments  Due 
Area  Identification 

Draft  ElS/Proposed  Notice  of  Sale  Published 

Hearings  on  Draft  EIS  Held 

Governor's  Comments  Due  on  Proposed 
Notice  of  Sale 

FEIS  Filed  with  EPA 

Consistency  Determination  Signed 

Final  Notice  of  Sale  Published 


May  1992 
June  1992 
August  1992 
October  1993 
November  1993 

January  1994 
July  1994 
July  1994 
November  1994 


Sale 


December  1994 


MOTICB  or  lUTBirr  to  PRBPARB  BMVlROimBIITAL  IMPACT  8TATBMBNT 

(Comments  Due  in  45  Days) 

Purpose  of  Notlos  of  Intent 

Pursuant  to  the  regulations  (40  CFR  1501.7)  Implementing  the 
procedural  provisions  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321  sea. ^ .  as  amended-,  NMS  is  announcing  its 
intent  to  prepare  an  EIS  regarding  the  oil  and  gas  leasing 
proposal  known  as  Sale  153  in  the  St.  George  Basin  off  Alaska  in 
the  Bering  Sea.  Throughout  the  scoping  process,  Federal,  State, 
and  local  governments  and  other  Interested  parties  have  the 
opportunity  to  aid  MMS  in  determining  the  significant  Issues  and 
alternatives  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  and  the  possible  need  for 
additional  information. 

The  EIS  analysis  will  focus  on  the  potential  environmental 
effects  of  leasing,  exploration,  and  development  of  the  blocks 
included  in  the  area  defined  in  the  Area  Identification  procedure 
as  the  proposed  area  of  the  Federal  action.  Alternatives  to  the 
proposal  that  may  be  considered  are  to  delay  the  sale,  cancel  the 
sale,  or  modify  the  sale. 


ingtructipna  9a  Motig*  9t 

Federal,  State,  and  local  governments  and  other  Interested 
parties  are  requested  to  send  their  trritten  comments  on  the  scope 
of  the  EIS,  significant  issues  that  should  be  addressed,  and 
alternatives  that  should  be  considered  to  the  Regional 
Supervisor,  Leasing  and  Environment,  Alaska  DCS  Region,  at  the 
address  stated  under  Instructions  on  Call  above.  Comments  should' 
be  enclosed  in  an  envelope  labeled  NConants  on  the  Notice  of 
Intent  to  Prepare  an  Bis  on  the  proposed  8t.  George  Basin  Lease 
Sale  X53."  Comments  are  due  no  later  than  45  days  from 
publication  of  this  Notice. 


Approved 


puty 


Director,  Minerals  Management  Service 
Scot^tSewell 


'oq? 


AssTsfhnt  Secretary,  Land  and 
Minerals  Management 

Richard  Roldan 


Date 
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